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Generative Engine Optimization



Generative Engine Optimization

- Danny Sullivan (former 

Google Search Liaison)



SEO Ranking Signals



Local Search Ranking Factors



Plus a few extra’s for GEO

Optimizing for AI-Driven Search
• Write with “Promptability” in Mind
• Use clear, question-based headers & direct answers (FAQ style)

Prioritize Entity Clarity
• Clearly define who you are, what you do, who you serve, and what you’re 

known for
• Showcase people, services, industries, case studies, and areas of expertise

Build Topical Authority
• Create deep, consistent content hubs on key topics
• Get established, authoritative websites to link to you and showcase you



Results: SmartSites top cited brand in LLM

Source: https://searchengineland.com/how-to-get-cited-by-ai-seo-insights-from-8000-ai-citations-455284
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Closing Thoughts: What Really Matters

Be prepared for the rise of LLM’s (while still focusing on traditional search as well)

Focus on the important Google/AI ranking signals

Partner with agencies who understand AI

Build your brand for success with SEO and AI Results

Early movers in tech & tactics win big



Thank You!
SmartSitesNJ SmartSitesNJ SmartSites SmartSites

Alex Melen
LinkedIn

Alex Melen
Co-Founder, SmartSites

alex@smartsites.com


	Slide 1: Ranking on AI search  & the paid ads boom in LLMs
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21

