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Search Trends

For August 2025, 

95.3% of ChatGPT 

users visited Google, 

while 14.3% of Google 

users visited ChatGPT

LLMs still only brings 

less than 5% of 

revenue to most sites, 

while SEO still brings 

+50% of revenue.

Sources: 

1) data from Similarweb

2) The SEOFOMO AI Search Optimization Survey

Google Users

ChatGPT 

Users
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Understanding Search Results

Google Local Pack 

(Google Maps)

Google Local Finder

Google Localized 

Organic Results



How do we know Google’s ranking factors?



Local Search Ranking Factors



Local Pack (Maps) Ranking Factors 2013-2023



Local Search Ranking Factors 2013-2023
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Site Page Ideas
What website pages should you have?

Content Ideas
Give me a list of blog post suggestions

Content Creation?!?!?!
Write me 500 words of content for a page on my website



Google Says AI Content Is Okay

Before (2/2023):

After (3/2024):  

Spot the difference?

More on their stance: developers.google.com/search/blog/2023/02/google-search-and-ai-content
“Rewarding high-quality content, however it is produced”
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Site Page Ideas
What website pages should you have?

Content Ideas
Give me a list of blog post suggestions

Content Creation
Write me 500 words of content for a page on my website

Creative Content Creation

Weite me a creative 500 words of content for a page on my website

Where can I find some sites to link to me

Link Building

Reputation Management
Write me a response to a Google review



Gen. AI Tips: Being good at AI is valuable



Gen. AI Tips: AI Loves Spreadsheets
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Gen. AI Tips: AI Likes To Hallucinate



Gen. AI Tips: AI Owns Your Data



AI today is like the Internet Boom, in 1995
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How Generative AI relies on SEO



AI Chatbots by Market Share



ChatGPT “seasonality”



Good GEO = Good SEO + A few extras

Optimizing for AI-Driven Search
• Write with “Promptability” in Mind
• Use clear, question-based headers & direct answers (FAQ style)

Prioritize Entity Clarity
• Clearly define who you are, what you do, who you serve, and what you’re 

known for
• Showcase people, services, industries, case studies, and areas of expertise

Build Topical Authority
• Create deep, consistent content hubs on key topics
• Get established, authoritative websites to link to you and showcase you



Results: SmartSites top cited brand in LLM

Source: https://searchengineland.com/how-to-get-cited-by-ai-seo-insights-from-8000-ai-citations-455284



Results: SmartSites AI traffic
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Closing Thoughts: What Really Matters

Search is Evolving: AI chat is a growing part of search, with its market share predicted to 

reach 7.6% in 2025. However, traditional search continues to dominate and hold its own.

Leverage AI as a Tool: Use AI for content ideas, draft creation, link building, and 

reputation management. Google continues to rewards high-quality content.

Prepare for GEO: Good SEO is good Generative Engine Optimization (GEO). Optimize for 

AI by using clear, question-based headers and building topical authority to get cited in AI 

results.

Always Be Adapting: The digital landscape is always changing. Staying informed and 

agile is essential for success.



Thank You!
SmartSitesNJ SmartSitesNJ SmartSites SmartSites

Alex Melen
LinkedIn

Alex Melen
Co-Founder, SmartSites

alex@smartsites.com
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